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KARAKIA (TRADITION)

Te Atua nui saruru ki henua

E Kui Moana e, uru mai

Akatautea mai

Seihia mai to sei rauru

Parehia mai to pare maka
Akavahinematua mai

Teia o mihanga

Teia o turuturu

Teia o hono, e tangi akaroroko atu nei
Kite kava o to hiahia

Translation:

O Mighty God who resounds across the land

Michty Guardien nfthe

Adorn yourself
Place the garland over your hair
Wear your hat of many seasons
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KO AI TATOU (WHO WE ARE)

Madam Chair,

I am greatly honoured to represent the Cook Islands here. By appearing before you
and the Committee to make the inaugural presentation on the efforts of the Cook

Islands to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women in our country and

for all Cook Islands women is so far the highlight of my political career. At this
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I know that we will go much, much further.

My name is Wilkie Rasmussen and I am the Minister of F oreign Affairs and
Immigration for the Cook Islands. I also hold the portfolios of Marine Resources,

Cultural Development and Tourism. I am a lawyer and an anthropologist by trade



[ also acknowledge the presence of Mrs Vaine Wichman, Ms Ann Taruia and Ms
Kairangi Samuel. They represent Non Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) in the

Cook Islands. The fact that there are two men in the delegation is a twist of fate

and not a deliberate act to block women from making the presentation on behalf of

the Cook Islands. For me I so h%gpgp to be the Minister that resnbmitted the e oo

against ignorance won the day and here I am. The other man in our team happens
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to ensure awareness of CEDAW by Cook Islanders and also to ensure its
implementation. He and I are both temporary officeholders but share the passion

for the progression of gender issues in our country as do all of us representing the
Cook Islands here.



These outer islands are less developed and are divided into the Northern Cook

Islands and the Southern islands. More than 40,000 Cook Islanders live in New
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TE VAKA MOANA ( OUR CANOE J OURNEY)
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are treated fairly and equally. That belief is based on its laws, history and
traditions, and its perception of the world. I believe they hold this view with
respect to women. It is a view that is however taken for granted. I will elaborate on

this later. But the following examples can attest to boosting that view:

When the Cook Islands attained self-government from New Zealand in 1965, a

woman was appointed to the position of Speaker of Parliament - a post of mana
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Where to from here?

women are treated equally and fairly in the Cook Islands. But if we for instance, as
a way to approach the matter, contextualize the place of women and their role in
various Cook Islands villages and organizations, we will see a very different

picture.
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v Women and Leadership and Decision making; and
v" Women and Natural Resources (the Environment).

* Adopted a ‘Plan of Action’ to achieve the goals and objectives of the Policy,
based on the BPA.

* Translated both documents into the Cook Islands Maori language and widely

disseminated them throughout the islands.
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has ever experienced since self-government. By 1997, the government service was
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in interest and commitment towards CEDAW waned and a huge surge of people

left the Cook Islands for greener pastures in New Zealand and Australia.



funds to bring two representatives from each of our Outer Islands to Rarotonga for

that Conference.

AKAMOUANGA E TE TOPIRIANGA (Accession to CEDAW)
Madam Chair

Your Committee’s equitable approach towards its participating countries,
combined with our increasing understanding of the provisions of the Convention
itself, has contributed towards encouraging my Government to accede to CEDAW

in our own right. As you know, that process was completed last year.
CEDAW Reservations

Further, my government’s enhanced understanding of CEDAW and its relevance to

the situation in our country, coupled with our recognition of the evolving nature of

our society led my government, as recently as last week, to lodge our instrument
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currently serving in a peace mission in Solomon Islands., We also have Cook
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1. The Land Court, established in 1902, recognized women’s rights to own
land and property in equal measure to men. Consistent with the evolving
community attitudes towards traditional chiefly titles, the Court also

recognized women’s rights ta sugh titlee .
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3. The Convention was translated into the Cook Islands Maori language in
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6. Government’s budget continues to accord the highest priority towards
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including those in the Outer Islands. Some of the Millenium Development
Goals have already been attained by our country such as free universal
school enrolment for all children up to the age of 15 coupled with a high

literacy rate as well as low child and maternity mortality rates.

7. The first woman (not a Cook Islander but a New Zealander) to be a Judge in
the High Court was appointed this year. A number of Cook Islands women

hold the position of Justices of the Peace — they preside over legal matters

over disputes in land ownership for example. Or they take lcha_diggm_

8. The theme for the most recent biennial Conference on Women held in April
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10.Early this year, a Law Reform Committee was formed to spearhead the

nation’s law reform process. This will facilitate the CEDAW-related
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Ratification of the Optional Protocol to CEDAW

In addition, Government is currently considering the merits of accepting the
competence of the Committee as established under the Optional Protocol with a
view towards acceding to the Protocol in the next few weeks.

E AA TE TAKAIANGA (UNDERTAKINGS)

Madam Chair,

The Cook Islands gives the following undertakings:

* The need to intensify our efforts towards eliminating all forms of



= The definition of discrimination (as contained in the Convention) to be

incorporated into domestic legislation.
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women in decision making positions.

* [mplementation of a comprehensive programme of law reform to ensure that

Cook Islands laws are consistent with the Convention. Priorities for law
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In conclusion, we welcome this opportunity for commencing dialogue with you
and the members of this Committee. We now have a glimmering of and

understanding about the numerous shortcomings of our Initial Report and look
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